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Wyke Regis C.E. Junior School 
Inspiring Hearts and Minds 

 

Religious Education Policy 
 
 

As a Church of England VC school, we have close links with All Saints Church, and we 
seek to develop a spiritual ethos built upon the Christian Faith across our school and 
federation. 

 

THE AIMS OF OUR SCHOOL 

   
The Governors and staff of Wyke Regis CE Junior School have agreed that the aims of 
our school are: 
                                                                                                                                       
To provide a caring, welcoming, stable and stimulating environment, where children 
have the opportunity to develop intellectually, socially, emotionally, physically and 
spiritually so enabling them to fulfil their true potential;   
                      
To help the children understand the world in which they live and to have respect for 
and tolerance of other races, religions and ways of life;    
                                         
To encourage parents/carers to play a positive and active role in educating their 
child through the teaching of mutual respect and by working in true partnership with 
the school;                                                                                                                                 
 
To encourage the development of self-discipline and self-esteem, promoting high 
expectations, fairness, justice, high standards of behaviour, confidence, respect and 
a sense of responsibility towards others and their environment;                                                         
 
To teach thoroughly the key skills, concepts and knowledge required of the National 
Curriculum in a balanced and disciplined way, whilst developing an enquiring mind 
and a love of learning which will equip our children for all future learning;                                                                                                                                     
 
To use appropriate assessment procedures in order to ensure that the children's 
progress is monitored and future developments are suitable to their needs;                  
 
To ensure that all staff are aware of their role within the school and that their work 
and enthusiasm is valued.  Their continuing professional development is essential to 
the success of the school and is therefore a priority issue;                                 
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To strive in developing links with our neighbouring schools to ensure progression 
and continuity in our children's education, and with the local community.                     
 
Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core 
subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious 
Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum 
in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’. 
 
 
In Religious Education at Wyke Regis Junior School we aim that pupils might: 
 

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and its impact on 
our local community, and on our society today; 

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of some of the other principal 
religious traditions represented in Great Britain today; 

 Develop a sense of respect for religious traditions, beliefs and practice; 
 Grow in their spiritual development; 
 Develop a sense of awe and wonder and mystery; 
 Develop skills and attitudes which will support their personal, moral, 

social and cultural development; 
 Explore some questions of meaning and consider how the world’s 

religions have responded to them; 
 Think about their own beliefs and values in the light of the beliefs of 

others, both religious and non-religious, and the values of the school 
community; 

 Develop a sense of responsibility towards the environment and a strong 
sense of excellence and high standards of care and pro-active concern for 
others and their property. 

 

Approaches to the teaching of RE 
 
In order to make religious education a lively, active subject we employ a variety of 
teaching methods including art, music, discussion, the development of thinking skills, 
drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods of stillness and 
reflection. 
 
Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith 
communities through visits to local places of worship or visit from members of local 
faith communities. 
 
Religious Education at Wyke Regis Junior School is delivered using a programme of 
study called Understanding Christianity which focuses on eight key concepts around 
The Bible and unpicks different elements through a range of activities.   
The key concepts are: God, Creation, Fall, People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, 
Salvation and Kingdom of God. In addition to this we use the ‘Discovery’ scheme of 
work for other world religions, following the 4-step process of Engagement, 
Investigation, Evaluation and Expression.   
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See Appendix 1 for details of each year group’s programme of study. 
 

Assessment and monitoring of RE  
 
Each teacher is responsible for the regular assessment and monitoring of learning. This 
is done through the use of a range of formative and summative assessment activities. 
 
Children’s progress is recorded in individual journals, class floor books, videos, 
photographs and wall displays.    
 
Formative assessment 
This will form the basis of ongoing evaluation of learning and may incorporate a 
number of formative strategies including: 
 

 Observations and notes by teacher and TA 

 Verbal feedback noted in individual child books during lesson 

 Photographic evidence annotated in a way that informs of what learning  is 
demonstrated 

 Learning journals for the class or for individuals 

 Questioning 

 Annotated planning that highlights success against objectives at individual 
level and evidence being used to judge this 

 Pupil interviews, questions etc  that are recorded / scribed in some way 

 Children’s spoken responses either  voice recorded or written by teacher or 
TA 

 Marking that takes learning forward due to the quality of questions asked or 
next step activities and the response by children 

 Peer assessment techniques 

 Self-assessment techniques  
 
Attainment Target 2 (personal) is assessed by observation and children’s work in 
Engagement (Step 1) and Expression (step 4).   
 

Summative assessment 
A range of tasks that allows the children to apply learning and demonstrate depth of 
thought, understanding etc is built into each block of learning.  
Using both Understanding Christianity and the Discovery scheme of work, teachers 
may use the ‘I can’ level descriptors, based on evidence in children’s books, 
discussions, floor books, videos and photographs in order to help them make this 
judgements.   

 
The subject leader will monitor RE within the school through analysis of this 
assessment data, looking at samples of work and keeping a portfolio of work 
throughout the school and liaising with each year group. 
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The right of Withdrawal from RE 
 
At Wyke Regis Junior School we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise 
that parents, of course, have the legal right to withdraw their children religious 
education on the grounds of conscience. We would ask any parent considering this 
to contact the head teacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties about the policy, 
provision and practice of religious education at Wyke Regis Junior School. 
 
Date of policy review: Autumn 2019 


