Special Educational Needs Information Report For Parents

What kinds of Special Educational Needs are provided for at Wyke Regis Primary Federation?

The 2014 SEND Code of Practice outlines four areas of special educational need that include arange of difficulties
and conditions:

1. Communication and interaction

2. Cognition and learning

3. Social, emotional and mental health
4. Sensory and/or physical

The code states that:

‘Many childrenandyoungpeople have difficultiesthatfitclearlyinto one ofthese areas; some have needsthatspan
two or more areas; for others the precise nature of their need may not be clear at the outset’.

How does Wyke Regis Primary Federation know if children need extra help?
We know when pupils need help if:

e concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers or the child
¢ limited progress is being made
o thereisachange inthe pupil’'s behaviour or progress

What should | do if | think my child may have special educational needs?

The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns. The teacher will pass on concerns
to our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), Mrs Bowles, but she can also be contacted directly by e-mail
orphone.

What is the SENCO’s role?
The SENCO'’s role is primarily to:

e co-ordinate allthe supportfor children with SEND and develop the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all
children get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school

o liaise with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning

e update the school’'s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this school are
known) and making sure that there are excellent records of your child’s progress and needs

e provide support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they can help children with SEND
achieve the best progress possible.

How will | know how my child is doing?
Wewouldlikeyoutotalktoyourchild’s classteacherregularly sowe knowwhatthey are doing athome and we can

tell you about what we are doing in school. We hope this will make sure that we are doing similar things to support
your child both at home and school and can share what is working in both places.
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You will also be able to discuss your child’s progress at Parent Consultation Evenings, where you will receive
informationaboutwhatextraprovisionisputinplaceforyourchildinterms of aProvision Map or SEN SupportPlan.
These documents are reviewed throughout the year and shared with parents at consultation evenings.

If your child has an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) then this will also be reviewed during the year. You will be
invitedto attend ameetingwiththe SENCO and otherprofessionalswho maybeinvolvedinyour child’s provisionto
discuss progress and identify next steps.

Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher. Progress is reviewed every term and an
assessment against the age related expectation is recorded in reading, writing and maths.

If your child is in Year 1 and above, but is not yet working within the National Curriculum, a more sensitive
assessment tool is used which shows their level in more detail and will also show smaller but significant steps of
progress.

At the end of Year 2 and Year 6 all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard
Assessment Tests (SATS). The SENCO will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual
work and in any group that they take part in.

A range of ways will be used to keep you informed, which may include:

e Home/school contact book

o Certificates, stickers, positive praise, postcards sent home

e Parent Consultation evenings and additional meetings as required

e Attheendofeachyearyouwillreceive afull report which summarises their overall progress for that year.

How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

The class teacher may suggest ways of how you can support your child. Mrs Bowles may meet with you to
discuss how to support your child with particular strategies. If outside agencies or the Educational Psychologist have
beeninvolved; suggestions and programmes of study are provided that can be used athome. We can also make
reasonable adjustments to the school environment if your child requires this support. Highly differentiated
activities and programmes can be put in place to support children with additional needs, who are working at
a level that is different to the majority of their peers.

Will my child be involved in discussing their provision?

Itisimportantthatyour childis able to expresstheir opinion abouttheirlearningand progress atschool. We ensure
all children are aware of their targets and encourage them to be motivated and responsible for working towards
them.

How is my child enabled to engage in activities that children without SEND do?

Children with SEND will be supported in residential, school trips and after school clubs by sharing
information appropriately and making reasonable adjustments needed to support the child during these
times.

Howwilltheschool prepareand supportmychildwhenjoining WykeRegis Primary Federation or transferringto
anewschool?

Werecognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEN and take steps to ensure that any transitionis as
smooth as possible. We can support enhanced transitions for pupils who need this additional support.
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If your child is joining us:

We will liaise with the previous educational setting in order to understand any provision that has been putin place
for them. You are welcome to visit the school for settling in sessions if necessary and to meet your child’s class
teacher. Mrs Blackwood is available if you wish to discuss your child’s needs in more detail.

If your child is moving to another school:

We will contact the school SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that need to
be made for your child.

We will arrange preliminary visits for your child to visit the new school and follow up any questions/concerns they
may have.
We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.

When moving classes in school:

Informationwillbe passedontothe newclassteacherINADVANCE andaplanning meeting willtake place withthe
new teacher. All children will have the opportunity to spend a session with their new teacher before the summer
holidays.

In Year 6:

The SENCO will discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENCO of their secondary school. Where possible
your child will visit their new school on several occasions and staff from the new school will also visit your child in
this school.

How will staff support my child?
Class teachers will ensure that:

e Theschool's SEN Policyisfollowed intheir classroom and for all the pupils they teach with any SEN.

e They use different ways of teaching so that your child is fully involved in learning in class.

¢ Thismayinvolvethingslike usingmore practical learning or providing differentresources adaptedfor your
child.

e Teachingassistants (TAs)are allocatedto each classto supportthe teachersin delivering the curriculum.
They assistthe teacher in delivering the curriculum and will often work with a small group of pupils with an
agreed focus. Occasionally they will work 1-1 with a pupil with exceptional special educational needs and/or
disabilities.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand. Teachers will
carefully check on your child’s progress and decide whether they have gaps in their understanding/learning and
need some extra support. They will plan group sessions for your child with targets to help them to make more
progress. (Another teacher or teaching assistant may run these small group sessions using the class teacher’s plans,
or arecommended programme, known as an 'Intervention’).

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by your setting?

A number of specialists visit the school. These include:
e Speech and LanguageTherapists
e SEN Specialist Services (SENSS)
¢ Educational Psychologist (EP)
e The School HealthTeam
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e Hearing and Visual Support Service
e Occupational Therapists

e Social Care and Health Workers

e Behaviour Support Services

We are also able to refer children, viathe School Health Team or their GP, to the Children's Centre at DCH where
they can be assessed by a range of specialists including Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Paediatricians,
Specialist Speech Therapists and the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Team. We make direct referrals to
counselling services such as Dorset Child and Family Counselling Trust (DCFCT).

Where there are concerns about a family situation or there is additional support needed at home, we work closely
with the Chesil Family Partnership Zone. They have links with other organisations which are able to support
vulnerable families e.g. MOSAIC (a bereavement counselling charity).

Withinschoolwe are alsoabletodeliver specialistinterventionstoaddressspecificlearningneeds. Theseinclude:

e First Class at Number and First Class @ Number 2
e Success @ Arithmetic

e Learnto Move, Move to Learn (Co-ordination skills)
e Lexia- ICT phonics based programme

e WEB - Writing intervention (Year 1)

e Catch Up- ReadinglIntervention

¢ Words First — Reading intervention

¢ Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA)

o Emotional Literacy Mentors(ELMS)

Who will evaluate the provision my child is receiving?

The SENCO, the classteacher and the senior SEN TA will monitor your child’s progress each term and check that your
child is making good progress within any individual work and in any group that they take part in. If there are
concerns, we will look into ways of addressing these and providing additional support.

What support is there for my child’s overall wellbeing?

All staff are trained to deliver our Jigsaw (Personal, Social and Health Education) programme. Classes are giventime
eachweek, througha'circle time'to share their thoughts, worries and concerns, inadditionto ateaching/reflection
session where new skills are practised. Those children with particular needs are given access to a specially trained TA
focussing on social communication and activities to promote self-esteem. A small number of older children are also
trained as Playground Leaders, supporting younger children at playtimes and lunchtimes. There is a well-established
system of rewards to promote positive behaviour and good communication between home and schoolto follow up
any incidents of unacceptable behaviour between pupils. We are able to access support from our Chesil Family
Partnership Zone to provide direct support for families. We are also able to initiate referrals to Dorset Child and
Family Counselling Trust and MOSAIC. We also run nurture groups in school and review this every term to
ensure those in need are getting the adequate provision. We tackle bullying in school through school
assemblies, PSE, RSE and social interaction groups.

What training do staff supporting children and young people with SEND have?

The school has regular training sessions for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children including those
with SEN. This provides opportunities to disseminate knowledge, strategies and experience, to ensure consistency of
the school’s approach for children with particular needs. Class teachers and teaching assistants attend training
coursesrunbyoutside agenciesthatarerelevanttothe needs of specificchildrenintheir class. Theyarealsogiven
opportunities to meet with, observe or receive support and advice from external specialists when they visit the
school to work alongside individual children. Where children have specific medical needs, training sessions are

arrangedin school sothatadvice and support can be givento all staff involved with that child and Health Plans can
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be drawn up to ensure necessary procedures are in place. We support children from a variety of backgrounds
in addition to those who have Looked After Child status or a Special Guardianship Order- we hold termly
meetings to support provision. We identify need through half termly data analysis and discussions with
teachers.

What do | do if | have a complaint regarding to SEND?

Please ensure that you have met with the class teacher with your initial concern. Following this, a meeting
with Mrs Bowles can be arranged to discuss provision further. If you need to make a formal complaint, Mrs
Roberts - Head of Federation or Mr Hepburn - Chair of Governors, can be contacted.

Mrs Bowles is currently training to achieve the qualification ‘National Award for Special Educational Needs

Coordination’.

abowles@wykeregisfed.dorset.sch.uk
Infant site office 01305 782470
Junior Site office 01305786041

Link to the Local Offer- https://www.dorsetcouncil.qgov.uk/children-families/sen-and-disability-local-
offer/dorsets-local-offer.aspx
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