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Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) Policy 

It is a legal requirement for schools to provide Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) (1996 Education Act 

and Learning and Skills Act 2000) and it is the school governors’ responsibility to ensure that a policy in 

relation to the content and organisation of SRE (outside the science curriculum) is in place and made 

available to parents.  Section 28 of the Local Government Act (1988) does not apply to schools. 

 

It is a requirement that young people learn about the nature of marriage and its importance for family life 

and the bringing up of children, and are protected from teaching and materials which are inappropriate 

having regard to the age and religious and cultural background of the pupils concerned. 

 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from SRE provided outside National Curriculum Science.  

They cannot withdraw their children from National Curriculum subjects. 

 

SRE forms an integral part of the school’s Personal Social and Health Education programme.  However, 

specific elements of sex education are programmed from year 4.  The materials used are approved by the 

governing body and are reviewed from time to time.  Please refer to the scheme of work, available through 

the school office, for further details of JIGSAW
©, 

the programme currently in use across the federation.   

 

Wyke Regis Primary Federation is conscious of the varied rates of physical and emotional development of 

primary aged pupils, and of the different family contexts in which children are brought up.  It is our aim to 

promote tolerance as well as self-esteem and respect for others. 

 

The federation schools appreciate that this area of the curriculum must be handled with sensitivity and 

discretion, and that families will wish to be well informed about the timing and content of any sessions 

planned. Therefore, we will ensure that parents have the opportunity to view the SRE materials to be used 

with their children and to ask questions in advance of the sessions.  It is hoped that by involving parents in 

this way children will be able to build upon what they learn in school by further discussion at home. 

 

Teachers will not raise or prompt issues that go beyond the planned content of the session.  Nevertheless, 

children’s genuine questions will be handled in an open, sensitive, appropriate and matter of fact way.  This 

will be within a carefully defined context and a child’s particular query may be responded to confidentially 

if appropriate.  Whilst the majority of SRE will be delivered in mixed sex groupings, there may be occasions 

where single sex opportunities are offered. 

 

Should any such question, comment or pupil’s response give rise to concern, or if as a result of any aspect 

of the school’s SRE programme child protection issues are raised, the school’s normal procedures will be 

initiated.  The teacher will refer the matter to the School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead who will respond 

according to the school’s Child Protection Policy. 

 

We sometimes use outside agencies such as the school health service to deliver aspects of our SRE 

curriculum – eg the school nurse.  Where this occurs, the school’s policy will be applied, and the proposed 

content of the session will be agreed in advance. 

 

Any questions about proposed SRE sessions may be addressed in the first instance to the class teacher – 

parent sessions will be provided for this purpose (see above). 

 

Questions regarding this policy may be addressed to the headteacher or to the governing body of the 

school care of the school office. 


